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Elizabeth by Pius V. was followed by the discovery of RidoltiV*
plot (15*71), the execution of Norfolk (1572), the arrival of a
large number of seminary priests from Douai to stir up tho
Catholics in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the under-
hand intrigues of Spain.

During this dangerous period (1568-1584) Elizabeth found
support (1) in the attitude of Parliament,
(2) in the revolt of the Netherlands, (3) in her
alliance with France. The Parliament of
1572, liko all the Parliaments of the reign, displayed a strong
Puritan feeling and warmly supported tho Queen against her
enemies. The same year the Dutch rose against Spain, and
Philip, fearful of driving England into a close alliance with
France, and of imperilling his hold on tho Netherlands, refused
to regard the repeated aggressions of England as a cm*w
belli. Henceforth Elizabeth secretly assisted tho rising under
William of Orange, though she always hoped to bring about
a compromise between the contending parties. In 1577 Druko
commenced his voyage round the world, and during tho noxt
three years attacked tho Spanish colonies, inflicting very scrioiiB
damage on Spanish trade (p. 494). In April, 1572, Elizabeth,
after ono or two false stcpn, had at last concluded a defensive
alliance with France, and this alliance was till 1584 " tho
corner-stone of her foreign policy/' The Massacre of St Bar-
tholomew did not impair this friendship between tho two
Governments, which proved of tho utmost value to England
In 1578 diplomatic relations (broken off in 1571) with Spain
were renewed with the arrival of Mendoza in England, though
in the following year Philip sent troops to Ireland and incited
a Catholic reaction in Scotland Till 1584 Elizabeth'** waiting
policy, pursued i& opposition to tho wish of Cecil, who always
desired a thorotagh-going aftti-Catholie cniftade at homo and
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